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DNR ANNOUNCES FREE CAMPING WEEKEND FOR STATE
PARKS

Des Moines – The DNR announced today that Iowans are invited to camp free at
52 state park campgrounds May 14,15, and 16.

“Free camping weekend provides Iowans of all ages a chance to get outside and
experience the recreational opportunities that Iowa's state park system has to offer,” said
Kevin Szcodronski, bureau chief of the state parks bureau.  “This is our way of
introducing Iowans to the hidden treasures in their own backyard.”

Szcodronski said this is a wonderful way for those that may not typically get out
and utilize Iowa’s outdoor recreation treasures to kick off their summer by tying
something new. While some state park campgrounds are often full during holiday
weekends, mid-week camping at most parks is usually available.  Additionally, non-
holiday weekends are frequently open for camping at out-of-the-way parks. It is a good
idea to check with a park ahead of time for campsite availability.



"We are hoping that a free state park camping weekend will entice more Iowans
to camp on a regular basis," said Szcodronski.  "The more people who participate in
outdoor recreation, the more people can appreciate and become stewards our natural
resources."

This year, campers, park visitors and local area residents have the opportunity to
attend or participate in a number of interpretive programs and activities statewide during
the free camping weekend.  Programs range from hikes, campfire cooking to wildlife
talks and vary from park to park.

For more information about free camping weekend, go to the DNR parks website
at www.exploreiowaparks.com.

For more information, contact, Heather Cline at (515) 281-5602

###

BANNER WILDLIFE AREA TO CLOSE APRIL 12 DURING PARK
IMPROVEMENTS

DES MOINES – Construction at the former Banner Wildlife Area north of
Indianola will begin April 12 and will temporarily close the area to all recreational uses,
including the shooting range and the spring turkey hunting season.

Improvements to the area include installing 2-1/4 miles of new roads, 3-1/2 miles
of mountain bike trails, new pit latrines, new range covers and a new concession building
to serve the shooting range and bike trail.  The containment tubes will be replaced at both
ranges and an earthen noise barrier will be constructed between the shooting range and
the bike trail.

The Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is currently holding a contest
to name this new state park.  Contest details are on the DNR’s website at
www.iowadnr.com. All entries must be submitted by 4:30 p.m. on April 21.

Work is scheduled for completion by July 1, depending on spring weather.

The Charles “Butch” Olofson range at Big Creek State Park is available until the
range at Banner re-opens in July.

For more information, contact Kevin Szcodronski at 515-281-8674.

###



DREDGING TO BEGIN AT LAKE OF THREE FIRES

LEWIS - Lake of Three Fires near Bedford is about to receive a facelift.  On April
10, a dredge will begin pumping sediments from the bottom of the lake to a sediment
basin.  If the weather cooperates and all goes well, the project should be completed by
July 1.

Removing sediment will increase the average depth of the lake by almost four
feet.  The maximum depth will increase by approximately eight feet, and water quality
will be improved.  This project is the culmination of several years of study and planning
by Iowa State University and the Iowa Department of Natural Resources.

During the dredging operation, the lake will be closed to motorized boating;
however, the DNR wants to stress that all other park facilities will remain open to the
public.

The reason for the boating restriction is for public safety and the safety of the
employees operating the dredge equipment.  The possible low water levels caused by the
operation and the considerable expanse of pipe laid out across the lake to carry sediments
could create an unsafe situation.  In order to complete the project in as short a time as
possible, the dredge will operate 24 hours a day and seven days a week.

Increasing the lake depth is not the only positive change being planned.
Sometime after the dredging is completed, the lake will be drained to remove all the carp
and shad that have hurt the fishery and new fish (largemouth bass, bluegill, and channel
catfish) will be stocked in the fall.  Also, before the lake refills, portions of the shoreline
will be stabilized with rock and fish habitat will be placed in the lake bottom.

The last and very important change to the lake is the building of sediment
catching ponds in the watershed.  The Natural Resource Conservation Service has been
designing several of these structures that will keep sediment out of the lake and
construction should begin during the summer.

With the completion of the renovation, Lake of Three Fires will be a great place
to camp, fish, and recreate for many years to come.

###

SPRING WALLEYE NETTING UNDERWAY

DES MOINES – The Iowa Department of Natural Resources began collecting
walleyes at Lake Rathbun and Storm Lake Monday for the eggs needed for the walleye



stocking program.  The DNR will begin netting walleyes at Clear Lake on Wednesday,
and on East Okoboji Lake and Spirit Lake on Friday.

Mike Mason, supervisor for the DNR’s fish hatcheries, said the goal is to net
enough walleyes to collect more than 100 million eggs needed for the program.  Fish will
be netted during the night and held until they are ready to release their eggs.  After the
eggs are removed, the fish are returned to the lake, usually within a day or two of being
caught.  The process lasts about a week at each lake.

“We check these lakes often as the spawn gets closer so we can catch the fish
when they are ready to release their eggs,” Mason said.  “It’s a pretty busy time for us.”

Once the fish are collected, they are taken to a hatchery.  Each day the fish are
checked to see if they are ready to spawn, or if they need more time.  These hatcheries
become a gathering point for local residents interested in seeing the operation because
most of the fish used for egg collection are big.  Really big.

“For a lot of us, these fish would be a fish of a lifetime,” said Jim Wahl, fisheries
biologist at Clear Lake.  “We have a steady stream of people who stop in to see the
walleyes, but what really impresses them is the muskies because of their size.  We’ll have
muskies in here that are 30 to 35 pounds.”

“People are already calling to see if we have any fish in the hatchery yet, but we
won’t start until Friday,” said Jim Berquist, fisheries technician at Spirit Lake.  “We get
muskies in the hatchery up to 50 inches and those really draw people in. We also get
some notherns here in addition to the walleyes.”

Eggs collected at Clear Lake and Storm Lake will be sent to either Spirit Lake or
Lake Rathbun where they put in incubators until they hatch.  Most of the newly hatched
fish are stocked as fry.  But others remain at the hatchery and are grown to different
lengths and stocked later in the year.

Walleyes prepare for their spring spawning run

MORAVIA - Every year as March turns to April, the walleyes in Lake Rathbun
head to their traditional spawning areas along the face of the dam.  Walleyes will spend
more and more time along the dam as their biological clocks tick toward the spawn.

These walleyes are important to anglers beyond the tip of their rods because they
are the source for eggs used by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources’ (DNR) strong
walleye stocking program.  Lake Rathbun is one of five lakes used by the DNR to collect
walleye for its eggs because of its tremendous walleye population.  Iowa lakes depend on
stocking because natural reproduction is almost non-existent.

“Lake Rathbun has not always had the impressive walleye population that it has
today,” said Mark Flammang, fisheries management biologist with the Iowa DNR.  “In



the mid-1980s, Rathbun’s walleye population collapsed because of a number of issues,
but mostly because of ineffective stocking.”

The DNR conducted an intensive study and stocking program on Lake Rathbun
and the current walleye population is now better than ever.  The walleye population is not
only important to the future fishery of Rathbun, but to many lakes around Iowa as well.

Weeks before the DNR collects one walleye or one egg for the hatchery, usually
in mid-March, fisheries crews check the spawning areas to find out how many walleyes
are in the area before the spawning season begins.

“This information is very important to the protection of our walleye population,”
Flammang said.  “What we have learned is, in years when water levels in Lake Rathbun
are high and a lot of water is being released from the lake, there is a chance that a
substantial portion of our walleye population can be lost through the outlet and down
river.”

Flammang said the DNR is gathering data to determine just how vulnerable the
walleye population is with the hope that a lake management plan would be developed to
protect these fish.

“Rathbun is a multi-purpose reservoir and the issues of lake management are very
complex,” he said.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is responsible for managing the
water issues in the lake.

“The hope is that the data collected over the past few years will help us [DNR]
and the Corps balance the need to protect this important fishery with the many other
important uses of this great resource,” Flammang said.

“We are still in a data gathering frame of mind,” Flammang said.  “We understand
the issues are very complex, we just hope to provide everyone involved the kind of
information that will help the needs of fish mesh with all the other uses of Lake
Rathbun.”

###

IOWA TURKEY SEASON BEGINS MONDAY
By Lowell Washburn
Iowa Department of Natural Resources

DES MOINES---The first segment of this year's four-season, spring turkey hunt
begins Monday.  For Iowa turkey enthusiasts, the forecast just couldn't get much better.
Two consecutive years of favorable nesting seasons followed by mild winters have
produced a bumper crop of the state's most challenging game species.



According to DNR Wildlife Research Supervisor, Terry Little, around 60,000
hunters are expected to take to the state's woodlands by the time the season concludes on
May 16.  The DNR predicts that hunters will bag between 20,000 and 25,000 gobblers
during this year's spring hunt.

"There's no question that Iowa has gained a reputation for being one the premier
states for hunting wild turkey," said Little.  "During recent years, our harvest has
consistently put us in the top 15 states for total birds bagged.  In addition to that, our
overall success rates are extremely high.  In Iowa, 35 to 40 percent of our hunters bag
birds compared to 10 to 15 percent success across many regions of the country.  That
means an Iowa hunter is more than twice as likely to bag a gobbler than a hunter living,
in say, the southern part of the U.S."

The quality of Iowa's turkey flock matches its abundance.  Across much the
country's traditional [Southern] turkey range, a large mature gobbler will weigh-in at
anywhere from 16 to 20 pounds.  In Iowa, mature toms routinely tip the scales at 20 to 25
pounds.  Birds that reach, or even exceed, the 26- pound mark are not uncommon.

"It's just a great time to be out in the timber," says Little. "The woodland
wildflowers are making their appearance, and there are a profusion of migrating
songbirds passing through.  The warbler migration is especially spectacular.

 "No one really has to bag a bird to enjoy success.  Just being out there is
enough."

###

FIRST TURKEY SEASON STARTS APRIL 12

DES MOINES – The first spring turkey hunting season is less than a week away
and hunters are busy scouting areas and sighting in guns in preparation for the hunt.  Part
of that preparation should include reviewing their safety plan before they head into the
timber.

Turkey hunting is a safe activity and is only getting safer.  In fact, Iowa has not
had a turkey hunting injury since 2002.

“2003 was an injury free year for turkey hunting in Iowa woods, and we want
2004 to be the same,” said Rod Slings, recreational safety program supervisor with the
Iowa Department of Natural Resources.  “Our goal is to have injury free hunting seasons
become the norm, rather than the exception.”



As turkey hunters are well aware, the excitement and anticipation of bagging a
turkey can be intense as a gobbler comes in to the decoys.  Slings said once a hunter pulls
the trigger, they can not call the shot back.  He encourages hunters to go through a mental
checklist before pulling the trigger on a gobbler.

“You should have a checklist in your mind – does the turkey have a beard,
identify the wings and the spurs on the legs.  Look for what is around the turkey and what
is behind it,” he said.  “In the past when we investigated turkey hunting incidents, the
shooter always says they saw a turkey, but not that they saw the beard.  Identify the target
before taking the shot.”

Turkey hunters need to keep in mind that spring is also a popular time for other
outdoor users to be in the woods.  Mushroom hunters will be searching for delicious
morels.  Anglers may be hiking to their favorite fishing hole.  Not to mention other turkey
hunters heading to their favorite spots.

“With all the activity that takes place in the spring, I can’t stress enough how
important it is to identify the target,” Slings said.  He said hunters can do a number of
things to prevent an incident.

• Avoid wearing patriotic colors – red, white and blue.  Gobblers also share these
colors.

• Bring a blaze orange game bag or turkey vest to use to carry the harvested bird out
from the woods.

• Avoid using a gobble call.
• Using a hunting blind can be helpful if taking a young person on their first hunt, or

for hunting companions to use.
• Make sure you have permission to be on the land and find out if anyone else has

permission to the land and which season they will be hunting.  Just because you had
permission a few years ago, does not mean you have permission this year.

• If another hunter approaches you while you are hunting, say “stop” or “hello” in a
clear voice to alert that person of your presence.  Do not make any movements.

“My best advice to all hunters is to plan your hunt, and hunt your plan,” Slings
said.  “The hunt plan will identify the role of each hunter and where they will be at all
times.  Leave the plan and where you are hunting on the fridge or with someone so
someone will know where you are and when you will return.”

An estimated 60,000 hunters will hunt during Iowa’s spring turkey season.
Season 1 is April 12 to 15, Season 2 is for Iowa residents only April 16 to 20, Season 3 is
April 21 to 27, and Season 4 is April 28 to May 16.  A resident spring turkey license
costs $23.  Hunters will also need a hunting license and pay the habitat fee, if normally
required.

###



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO PLANT WILDFLOWERS AT
KELLERTON AREA

MT. AYR – The Iowa Department of Natural Resources is looking for volunteers
to help plant 5,000 wildflowers at the Kellerton Bird Conservation Area, near Mt. Ayr, on
April 17.

There are a number of events scheduled for this workday. Volunteers can meet at
the viewing stand at 6 a.m. to watch the prairie chickens boom and dance. The viewing
stand is located a few miles west of Kellerton on Hwy. 2, then south on 300th Ave., which
is gravel.  The viewing stand is about 200 yards from where the chickens will be dancing
and volunteers are encouraged to bring binoculars or spotting scopes.

After the display, there is an all-you-care-to-eat pancake breakfast available for $5
sponsored by the Kellerton United Methodist Church.

Work will begin around 9 a.m.  Volunteers should wear work clothes and prepare
to get dirty.  The goal is to plant 5,000 four to six-inch wildflowers to increase plant
diversity on the area.  Workers are asked to bring a water can if they have one.

Two other wildflower panting days are scheduled in May. Otter Creek will host a
workday at 10 a.m., May 1, and Ledges State Park will have a workday at 10 a.m., May
15.  Each workday is scheduled for four hours.

Volunteers are welcome at all events and can work for four hours or for as little as
one hour.

For more information, contact Ben Mullarkey at 641-464-2389 or Mel Moe at 641-
464-2220.

###
 

CELEBRATE ARBOR DAY BY PLANTING TREES

Des Moines – For more than 130 years, the tradition of celebrating Arbor Day has
involved planting trees to improve the environment.  Iowans can help celebrate the Arbor
Day tradition this spring by taking advantage of several tree planting programs that
makes quality native trees available at affordable prices.

“The State Forest Nursery offers more than 40 different native tree and shrub
conservation seedlings for planting on acreages for reforestation, soil erosion control and
wildlife habitat,” said John Walkowiak, chief of the Iowa Department of Natural
Resources forestry bureau.  “Conservation seedlings of native oaks, walnut, maples,



native shrubs, like chokecherry, serviceberry, wild plum and evergreens including white
pine and Norway spruce, are still available in good quantities this spring.”

Conservation seedlings from the State Forest Nursery need to be ordered in units
of 100 plants with a minimum order of 500.  Plants cost from $25 per hundred to $45 per
hundred. Specialty packets for songbirds have 20 trees and shrubs and sells for $20.
There is a wildlife packet with 200 trees and shrubs that sells for $90.

To order, check on availability or arrange for shipping, call the State Forest
Nursery directly at 1-800-865-2477.

###

BOATING SEASON IS QUICKLY APPROACHING

DES MOINES – The calendar says early April, but for boaters, the open water
boating season is just around the corner and now is the time to check the boat’s safety
equipment and for young boaters to take the boating safety course.

“Boating safety starts at home in the driveway, not on the ramp on the first trip of
the year," said Rod Slings, recreational safety program supervisor with the Iowa
Department of Natural Resources.

Slings said boaters should inspect all safety equipment before leaving for the
water.  Make sure lifejackets are in useable condition and that the fire extinguisher is in
working order.  Check the boat and trailer lights.  Make sure the throwable life preserver
is on board and in good condition.  Make sure there is a horn or whistle on board.  Other
safety tips include having a tool kit, extra light bulbs, safety kit, a radio or cell phone and
sun block.  Even though Iowa law does not require having a paddle on board, it is a good
idea.

“Boaters also need to use good etiquette while on the ramps and water,” Slings
said.  Use the staging area to get the boat ready for launch and be courteous to other
boaters, he said.

“The main cause of boating incidences each year is boaters going too fast for the
conditions,” Slings said.  “Brush up on the Iowa boating law before the season starts
because nothing can ruin a fun day on the water than being involved in a crash that could
have been prevented.”  Last year was the first year that Iowa did not have any boating
fatalities.

Slings said boaters should remember that Iowa has an implied consent law,
meaning water patrol officers have the implied consent from boaters to be tested for
operating a boat under the influence of alcohol or other substances.



“For the most part Iowa boaters use good etiquette and judgement, but it only
takes one operator violating the law to cause some serious problems,” he said.

Slings also encouraged boaters between the ages of 12 and 18 to take the Iowa
boating safety course now so they can avoid a last minute scramble to get certified the
day before a big weekend or vacation.  Anyone aged 12 to 18 must show proof of
successfully completing the boater safety course to operate a personal watercraft (PWC).
Anyone under 12 years old must have a responsible adult riding onboard if they are to
operate the PWC.

Boating safety courses are listed on the DNR’s website under fish and game law
enforcement, then the recreational safety program page at
www.iowadnr.com/law/recedu.html.  The site lists courses offered in a classroom and a
course available online.  The online course costs $15 to take the test and $5 for the
certificate.

###

FOOD PLOTS FOR PHEASANTS: PLAN NOW

Now is the time to begin planning food plots for next winter.  Each winter food
plots of corn, sorghum, or other grains are used by all kinds of wildlife to help them
survive the winter.

According to Todd Bogenschutz, upland wildlife research biologist with the
Department of Natural Resources, snowfall during January and February this winter, in
southwest, west central and central Iowa was significant.  Well-designed food plots
provide important cover and additional food to help pheasant, quail, and other wildlife
survive periods of heavy snow.  The winter of 2003-04 was not as severe as the winter of
2000-01.  What will kind of winter Iowa will have in 2004-05 is unknown, but the time to
plan for next winter is now.  Having good, strong, cover with food will enhance survival
much more, then trying to feed the birds after a storm hits.

 “There have been few documented cases of pheasants actually starving to death
in Iowa,” Bogenschutz noted. Virtually all of Iowa’s winter mortality is attributed to
severe winter storms with the birds freezing to death.  So why do plant food plots for
pheasants if the seldom starve in winter?

First, food plots provide winter habitat as well as food.  In fact, if properly
designed and large enough, the habitat created by a food plot can be more beneficial to
wildlife than the food itself.  Second, food plots allow pheasants to obtain a meal quickly
thereby limiting their exposure to predators and maximizing their energy reserves.



“If hens have good fat supplies coming out of the winter, they are more likely to
nest successfully,” said Bogenschutz.  Food plots also provide habitat and food for many
other species like deer, turkey, partridge, squirrels, and songbirds.

Bogenschutz offers the following suggestions for planning food plots for
pheasants:

1.  Corn and sorghum grains provide the most reliable food source throughout the winter
as they resist lodging in heavy snows.  Pheasants prefer corn to sorghum, although
sorghum provides better winter habitat.  Sorghum is also less attractive to deer, if deer are
a problem.

2.  Place food plots away from tall deciduous trees (that provide raptors with a place sit
and watch food plots) and next to wetlands, CRP fields, and multi-row shrub-conifer
shelterbelts that provide good winter habitat.

3.  Size of food plots depends upon where they are placed.  If the plot is next to good
winter cover the smaller (2-ac. minimum) the plot can be.  If winter cover is marginal
(i.e., ditch) then plots must be larger (5-10 ac.) to provide cover as well as food.

4.  Depending on the amount of use some food plots can be left for 2 years.  The weedy
growth that follows in the second year provides excellent nesting, brood rearing, and
winter habitat for pheasants and other upland wildlife.  Food plots that have heavy deer
use generally need to be replanted every year.

Cost-share assistance for food plot establishment is available from most county
Pheasants Forever chapters and in some cases the Iowa DNR.  People can also contact
their local wildlife biologist for information on how to establish and design food plots
that benefit wildlife.

For more information, contact Bogenschutz at 515-432-2823.

###

THERE’S STILL TIME TO ORDER TREES AND SHRUBS

Des Moines – If you have been thinking about establishing some wildlife habitat
or slowing the soil erosion on your acreage - now is the perfect time to order your
conservation trees and shrubs from the Iowa State Forest Nursery.

The State Forest Nursery in Ames has good supplies of more than 40 different
native tree and shrub species for Iowa landowners to purchase and plant for conservation
purposes, including reforestation, soil erosion control, water quality protection and
wildlife habitat.



“We have excellent supplies of native oaks [red, white, bur and swamp white]
along with good quantities of walnut, silver maple and many native shrubs for this
spring’s planting season,” said John Walkowiak, chief of the Iowa Department of Natural
Resources forestry bureau.

State Forest Nursery conservation trees and shrubs are for sale from $25/100
plants for evergreen species such as pine and spruce, to $37 to $45/100 plants for
hardwood trees and shrubs such as oak and chokecherry.  The minimum order is 500
plants.

“If you are looking at starting a conservation planting, you may want to consider
planting a wildlife packet of 200 trees and shrubs or consider specialty wildlife packets
designed in cooperation the National Wild Turkey Federation and Pheasants Forever,”
Walkowiak said.  These specialty wildlife packets sell for $90. The DNR’s wildlife
packet includes bur oak, gray dogwood, white spruce and common lilac.

For more information or to order conservation trees and shrubs from the State
Forest Nursery call 1-800-865-2477 or check out www.iowatreeplanting.com

For more information, contact Walkowiak at 515-242-5966 or by e-mail at
john.walkowiak@dnr.state.ia.us.

###

UNION HILLS GRASSLANDS BIRD CONSERVATION AREA
DEDICATION

A ceremony to dedicate a large area encompassing the Union Hills Grasslands/
Wetlands Complex as a state and national Bird Conservation Area (BCA) will take place
Tuesday, April 20, at 1 p.m.  The event will take place in Cerro Gordo County at the
Union Hills Wildlife Area (at maintenance building site), located about 2 1/2 miles west
of the intersection of Hwy. 107 and County Rd. B55.  The Iowa Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) is hosting the event.  The ceremony will include brief presentations and
unveiling of a special Bird Conservation Area sign along with the release of trumpeter
swans at the site.

“Designating Union Hills Grasslands as a Bird Conservation Area, or BCA, gives
national recognition to the area, due to its importance for resident and migratory
grassland and wetland birds,” said Bruce Ehresman, DNR wildlife diversity program
biologist.  “This area contains important habitat for declining grassland nesting birds,
such as northern harrier, bobolink, and grasshopper sparrow; declining wetland species
like American bittern, Wilson’s phalarope, and Forster’s tern; as well as many other bird
species suffering nationwide declines.”



Establishing Bird Conservation Areas in Iowa is a priority for DNR’s Wildlife
Diversity Program.  The idea for BCAs grew out of the national Partners in Flight
program and is part of a larger international effort promoting “all bird conservation.”   It
emphasizes that sustaining viable bird populations requires habitat conservation at a large
landscape level.  The model BCA encompasses at least 10,000 acres and includes a
combination of well-managed public and private lands. Union Hills Grasslands BCA
becomes Iowa’s fifth official Bird Conservation Area and the second BCA located in
Iowa’s Prairie Pothole Bird Conservation Region.

The Union Hills Grasslands BCA is an example of state, federal, and county
agencies, as well as private organizations and citizens, cooperating together to emphasize
the importance of bird habitat.  Some of these partners include the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service, Cerro Gordo County Conservation Board, Natural Resources Conservation
Service, Pheasants Forever, Ducks Unlimited, Big Bluestem Audubon Society, and
private landowners.

“This total effort represents a partnership that serves as an excellent example of
ways to better conserve all natural resources in this unique Prairie Pothole landscape,”
said Doug Harr, DNR wildlife diversity program coordinator.  He said bird watching is
now among the nation’s fastest-growing outdoor activities, and this new BCA should
attract birders from throughout the region.  That could enhance the local tourism
economy while it also helps build sustainable populations of the area’s bird life.

The public is welcome to attend this event and participate in the unveiling of the
Union Hills Grassland Bird Conservation Area sign.

For more information, contact Ehresman at (515) 432-2823 or Harr at (515) 281-
4815.

###


